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1. Original, “printed” letters 2. Cursive: м, б, ж, я, д, в, ц, ы, п, ш, щ, И, Й

3. Mix: м, ч, ж, в, я, ы, г, з, Ф, У, П Ы Ш, Д 4. Mix: в, я
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:-6-3 =g+3h".), A,-*%#"6%* * 1970–80-+ 
4%)0 5h8,"-*"g +&+.+)+g'.0+ 3*",8-,.-3-. 
B%#"7.-+ 3%./+,80 - 1%i8-2+h3-+ *+2+," 
$0g- %2+.' 1%15g(,.0 * jjjk -6-6" 6"1,+8" 
." gl$5l .+1%)/+.65,.5l #56035 - g-8+,"-
85,5. m" *%h+#' g+8 * %).573+ A,-*%#"6%*" 
." %3,"-.+ !%h3*0 1,%7g- 350 *h8,+2: 4%h8- 
h%$-,"g-h', 28%$0 1%hg57"8', 3"3 n+.+)-38 
o,%p++* 2-8"+8 q!%h3*5 — >+8573-r, " =,-
3")-s j8,54"/3-s ,"hh3"60*"+8 % ht+#3"u 
qj8"g3+,"r. A,-*%#"6%* p%8%4,"p-,%*"g - 
6"1-h0*"g ." #"4.-8%p%. *h+u *0h851"*7-u. 
; .+4% h3%1-gh( %4,%#.0s ",u-*, 3%8%,0s %. 
1,(8"g %8 A<Dv * *%h'#- 2+#%)"."u. j1+/3%, 
q!+)560r A,-h8-." j"p%.%*" ,"hh3"60*"+8 
-h8%,-l p-6-3", #+28"*7+4% $08' .+ 8"3-#, 
3"3 *h+, - +4% 2+#%)".%*. w%($,'h3-# *+2+,%# 
2017 4%)" 36-g+8.-s #%h3*-2 Dg'( j-#".%*-
h3-s %81,"*-gh( * %)-. -6 )%#%* .+)"g+3% %8 
5g-/0 m+#g(.%s n"g. j h%$%s %. *6(g 7-g%, 
1g%h3%45$/0, $5g"*3- - &-)3%h8' )g( ,"h-
8*%,+.-( ,&"*2-.0. w"s)( .5&.5l 3*",8-,5, 
j-#".%*h3-s 1%6*%.-g * 6*%.%3. B*+,' %83,0g 
u%6(-. — 70-g+8.-s =g+3h".), w-3%g"+*-2 
A,-*%#"6%*. >g%8.0s h+)%*g"h0s #5&2-." * 
#"hh-*.0u %23"u *04g()+g #%g%&+ h*%-u g+8. 
F. 1,-4g"h-g 4%h8( *%s8- - 1,+)g%&-g +#5 

Alexander Krivomazov was a Soviet physicist 
who spent the 1970s and early 1980s 
organizing house parties with writers and 
artists in his small one-bedroom flat in 
Moscow. The parties grew into an underground 
literary institution, away from the watchful 
eye of official Soviet censorship. Over the 
course of eight years, Krivomazov organized 
350 readings and concerts, providing a 
platform for the most prominent writers and 
filmmakers of the era. It was at Krivomazov’s 
house that Soviet writer Venedikt Erofeev 
presented his infamous prose poem “Moscow-
Petushki”; Arkady Strugatsky used his time 
there to talk about how filmmaker Andrei 
Tarkovsky created the cult 1979 science 
fiction movie Stalker, based on a novel by the 
Strugatsky brothers. Krivomazov diligently 
photographed all the events and kept audio 
recordings of the readings. He assembled an 
impressive archive that he hid from KGB agents 
by storing it in eight large suitcases sealed so 
carefully that the archivist himself struggled 
to open them. Meduza’s Kristina Safonova 
traces Krivomazov’s story. Bookshelves lined 
the entire wall of a narrow room on the ninth 
floor of a Soviet apartment block. In the dim 
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8



Shantell Sans Cyrillic, November 18, 2021 10:20 PM

:-6-3 =g+3h".), A,-*%#"6%* * 1970–80-+ 
4%)0 5h8,"-*"g +&+.+)+g'.0+ 3*",8-,.-3-. 
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o,%p++* 2-8"+8 q!%h3*5 — >+8573-r, " =,-
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1,(8"g %8 A<Dv * *%h'#- 2+#%)"."u. j1+/3%, 
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-h8%,-l p-6-3", #+28"*7+4% $08' .+ 8"3-#, 
3"3 *h+, - +4% 2+#%)".%*. w%($,'h3-# *+2+,%# 
2017 4%)" 36-g+8.-s #%h3*-2 Dg'( j-#".%*-
h3-s %81,"*-gh( * %)-. -6 )%#%* .+)"g+3% %8 
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Alexander Krivomazov was a Soviet physicist 
who spent the 1970s and early 1980s 
organizing house parties with writers and 
artists in his small one-bedroom flat in 
Moscow. The parties grew into an underground 
literary institution, away from the watchful 
eye of official Soviet censorship. Over the 
course of eight years, Krivomazov organized 
350 readings and concerts, providing a 
platform for the most prominent writers and 
filmmakers of the era. It was at Krivomazov’s 
house that Soviet writer Venedikt Erofeev 
presented his infamous prose poem “Moscow-
Petushki”; Arkady Strugatsky used his time 
there to talk about how filmmaker Andrei 
Tarkovsky created the cult 1979 science 
fiction movie Stalker, based on a novel by the 
Strugatsky brothers. Krivomazov diligently 
photographed all the events and kept audio 
recordings of the readings. He assembled an 
impressive archive that he hid from KGB agents 
by storing it in eight large suitcases sealed so 
carefully that the archivist himself struggled 
to open them. Meduza’s Kristina Safonova 
traces Krivomazov’s story. Bookshelves lined 
the entire wall of a narrow room on the ninth 
floor of a Soviet apartment block. In the dim 

2. Cursive: м, б, ж, я, д, в, ц, ы, п, ш, щ, И, Й
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#"hh-*.0u %23"u *04g()+g #%g%&+ h*%-u g+8. 
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Alexander Krivomazov was a Soviet physicist 
who spent the 1970s and early 1980s 
organizing house parties with writers and 
artists in his small one-bedroom flat in 
Moscow. The parties grew into an underground 
literary institution, away from the watchful 
eye of official Soviet censorship. Over the 
course of eight years, Krivomazov organized 
350 readings and concerts, providing a 
platform for the most prominent writers and 
filmmakers of the era. It was at Krivomazov’s 
house that Soviet writer Venedikt Erofeev 
presented his infamous prose poem “Moscow-
Petushki”; Arkady Strugatsky used his time 
there to talk about how filmmaker Andrei 
Tarkovsky created the cult 1979 science 
fiction movie Stalker, based on a novel by the 
Strugatsky brothers. Krivomazov diligently 
photographed all the events and kept audio 
recordings of the readings. He assembled an 
impressive archive that he hid from KGB agents 
by storing it in eight large suitcases sealed so 
carefully that the archivist himself struggled 
to open them. Meduza’s Kristina Safonova 
traces Krivomazov’s story. Bookshelves lined 
the entire wall of a narrow room on the ninth 
floor of a Soviet apartment block. In the dim 
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Alexander Krivomazov was a Soviet physicist 
who spent the 1970s and early 1980s 
organizing house parties with writers and 
artists in his small one-bedroom flat in 
Moscow. The parties grew into an underground 
literary institution, away from the watchful 
eye of official Soviet censorship. Over the 
course of eight years, Krivomazov organized 
350 readings and concerts, providing a 
platform for the most prominent writers and 
filmmakers of the era. It was at Krivomazov’s 
house that Soviet writer Venedikt Erofeev 
presented his infamous prose poem “Moscow-
Petushki”; Arkady Strugatsky used his time 
there to talk about how filmmaker Andrei 
Tarkovsky created the cult 1979 science 
fiction movie Stalker, based on a novel by the 
Strugatsky brothers. Krivomazov diligently 
photographed all the events and kept audio 
recordings of the readings. He assembled an 
impressive archive that he hid from KGB agents 
by storing it in eight large suitcases sealed so 
carefully that the archivist himself struggled 
to open them. Meduza’s Kristina Safonova 
traces Krivomazov’s story. Bookshelves lined 
the entire wall of a narrow room on the ninth 
floor of a Soviet apartment block. In the dim 
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1. Original, “printed” letters 2. Shapes inspired by Shantell’s writing of Cyrillic letters: ж, в, Ф, Ь, Ю, Э

:-6-3 =g+3h".), A,-*%#"6%* * 1970–80-+ 
4%)0 5h8,"-*"g +&+.+)+g'.0+ 3*",8-,.-3-. 
B%#"7.-+ 3%./+,80 - 1%i8-2+h3-+ *+2+," 
$0g- %2+.' 1%15g(,.0 * jjjk -6-6" 6"1,+8" 
." gl$5l .+1%)/+.65,.5l #56035 - g-8+,"-
85,5. m" *%h+#' g+8 * %).573+ A,-*%#"6%*" 
." %3,"-.+ !%h3*0 1,%7g- 350 *h8,+2: 4%h8- 
h%$-,"g-h', 28%$0 1%hg57"8', 3"3 n+.+)-38 
o,%p++* 2-8"+8 q!%h3*5 — >+8573-r, " =,-
3")-s j8,54"/3-s ,"hh3"60*"+8 % ht+#3"u 

:DmDA =CoAj=wBk AkDnF!=mFn n 1970–80-o 
<FB? ;j{k=Dn=C o�owoBoCxw?o An=k{Dk-
wDAD. BF!=@wDo AFw�ok{? D >Fz{D�ojADo 
no�ok= v?CD F�owx >F>;C�kw? n jjjk Dm-m= 
m=>ko{= w= Cyv;y wo>FB�owm;kw;y !;m?-
A; D CD{ok={;k;. m= nFjo!x Co{ n FBw;@Ao 
AkDnF!=mFn= w= FAk=Dwo !FjAn? >kF@CD 
350 nj{ko�: <Fj{D jFvDk=CDjx, �{Fv? >F-
jC;@={x, A=A nowoBDA{ okF:oon �D{=o{ 
q!FjAn; — >o{;@ADr, = =kA=BDE j{k;<=�-
ADE k=jjA=m?n=o{ F j�o!A=� qj{=CAok=r. 

:-6-3 =g+3h".), A,-*%#"6%* * 1970–80-+ 
4%)0 5h8,"-*"g +&+.+)+g'.0+ 3*",8-,.-3-. 
B%#"7.-+ 3%./+,80 - 1%i8-2+h3-+ *+2+," 
$0g- %2+.' 1%15g(,.0 * jjjk -6-6" 6"1,+8" 
." gl$5l .+1%)/+.65,.5l #56035 - g-8+,"-
85,5. m" *%h+#' g+8 * %).573+ A,-*%#"6%*" 
." %3,"-.+ !%h3*0 1,%7g- 350 *h8,+2: 4%h8- 
h%$-,"g-h', 28%$0 1%hg57"8', 3"3 n+.+)-38 
o,%p++* 2-8"+8 q!%h3*5 — >+8573-r, " =,-
3")-s j8,54"/3-s ,"hh3"60*"+8 % ht+#3"u 

:DmDA =CoAj=wBk AkDnF!=mFn n 1970–80-o 
<FB? ;j{k=Dn=C o�owoBoCxw?o An=k{Dk-
wDAD. BF!=@wDo AFw�ok{? D >Fz{D�ojADo 
no�ok= v?CD F�owx >F>;C�kw? n jjjk Dm-m= 
m=>ko{= w= Cyv;y wo>FB�owm;kw;y !;m?-
A; D CD{ok={;k;. m= nFjo!x Co{ n FBw;@Ao 
AkDnF!=mFn= w= FAk=Dwo !FjAn? >kF@CD 
350 nj{ko�: <Fj{D jFvDk=CDjx, �{Fv? >F-
jC;@={x, A=A nowoBDA{ okF:oon �D{=o{ 
q!FjAn; — >o{;@ADr, = =kA=BDE j{k;<=�-
ADE k=jjA=m?n=o{ F j�o!A=� qj{=CAok=r. 
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�603 — hg%&."( 6."3%*"( h-h8+-
#", +h8+h8*+..% -g- -h35hh8*+..% 
h%6)".."( - h%%8.%h(9"( 1%.(8-s-
.%+ h%)+,&".-+ - 8-1%*%+ 6*52".-+ 
(."1-h".-+). {+,#-. q(603r, 1%-
.-#"+#0s * 7-,%3%# h#0hg+, #%-
&+8 1,-#+.(8'h( 3 1,%-6*%g'.0# 
6."3%*0# h-h8+#"#, u%8( 2"9+ %. 
-h1%g'65+8h( )g( $%g++ 563-u 3g"h-
h%* 6."3%*0u h-h8+#. �603- -652"+8 
g-.4*-h8-3" ((603%6.".-+). m."3%-
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