
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone is a fantasy novel written by British author J. K. Rowling. The first novel in the Harry 

Potter series and Rowling's debut novel, it follows Harry Potter, a young wizard who discovers his magical heritage on his eleventh 

birthday, when he receives a letter of acceptance to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Harry makes close friends and a 

few enemies during his first year at the school and with the help of his friends, Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger, he faces an 

attempted comeback by the dark wizard Lord Voldemort, who killed Harry's parents, but failed to kill Harry when he was just 15 

months old. 

 

The book was first published in the United Kingdom on 26 June 1997 by Bloomsbury. It was published in the United States the 

following year by Scholastic Corporation under the title Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone. It won most of the British book 

awards that were judged by children and other awards in the US. 

 

The book reached the top of the New York Times list of best-selling fiction in August 1999, and stayed near the top of that list for 

much of 1999 and 2000. It has been translated into at least 73 other languages, and has been made into a feature-length film of 

the same name, as have all six of its sequels. The novel has sold more than 120 million copies, making it the fourth best-selling 

book of all time. 

 

The book, which was Rowling's debut novel, was written between approximately June 1990 and some time in 1995. Rowling spent 

six years working on Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone and after it was accepted by Bloomsbury, she obtained a grant of 

£8,000 from the Scottish Arts Council, which enabled her to plan the sequels.  

 

In 1997 the UK edition of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone won a National Book Award and a gold medal in the 9- to 11-

year-olds category of the Nestlé Smarties Book Prize. The Smarties award, which is voted for by children, made the book well 

known within six months of publication, while most children's books have to wait for years. The following year, Philosopher's 

Stone won almost all the other major British awards that were decided by children. It was also shortlisted for children's books 

awards adjudicated by adults, but did not win. 

 

The second book of the series, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, was originally published in the UK on 2 July 1998 and 

later, in the US on 2 June 1999. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban was then published a year later in the UK on 8 July 1999 

and in the US on 8 September 1999. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was published on 8 July 2000 at the same time by 

Bloomsbury and Scholastic. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is the longest book in the series at 766 pages in the UK 

version and 870 pages in the US version. It was published worldwide in English on 21 June 2003. 

 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, the sixth book, was published on 16 July 2005 and sold 11 million copies in the first 24 

hours of its worldwide release. The seventh and final novel, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, was published on 21 July 2007. 

The book sold 11 million copies within 24 hours of its release: 2.7 million copies in the UK and 8.3 million in the US. 


