
Luxembourg, officially the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, is a small landlocked country in Western Europe. It is bordered by Belgium 

to the west and north, Germany to the east, and France to the south. Its capital and most populous city, Luxembourg City, is one 

of the four institutional seats of the European Union (together with Brussels, Frankfurt, and Strasbourg) and the seat of several EU 

institutions, notably the Court of Justice of the European Union, the highest judicial authority. 

 

Luxembourg's culture, people, and languages are highly intertwined with its French and German neighbours; while Luxembourgish 

is the only national language of the Luxembourgish people and of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, French is the only language for 

legislation, and all three – Luxembourgish, German and French – are used for administrative matters in the country. 

 

With an area of 2,586 square kilometers (998 sq mi), Luxembourg is Europe's seventh-smallest country. In 2024, it had a 

population of 672,050, which makes it one of the least-populated countries in Europe, albeit with the highest population growth 

rate; foreigners account for nearly half the population. Luxembourg is a representative democracy headed by a constitutional 

monarch, Grand Duke Henri, making it the world's only remaining sovereign grand duchy. 

 

The history of Luxembourg is considered to begin in the year 963, when Count Siegfried acquired a rocky promontory and its 

Roman-era fortifications, known as Lucilinburhuc, "little castle", and the surrounding area from the Imperial Abbey of St. Maximin 

in nearby Trier. 

 

The Grand Duchy became a founding member of the United Nations in 1945. Luxembourg's neutral status under the constitution 

formally ended in 1948, and in April 1949 it also became a founding member of NATO. During the Cold War, Luxembourg 

continued its involvements on the side of the Western Block. In the early fifties a small contingent of troops fought in the Korean 

War. Luxembourg troops have also deployed to Afghanistan, to support ISAF. 

 

In the 1950s, Luxembourg became one of the six founding countries of the European Communities, following the 1952 

establishment of the European Coal and Steel Community, and subsequent 1958 creations of the European Economic Community 

and European Atomic Energy Community. In 1993, the former two of these were incorporated into the European Union. 

 

Luxembourg is described as a "full democracy", with a parliamentary democracy headed by a constitutional monarch. Executive 

power is exercised by the grand duke and the cabinet, which consists of several members with the titles of minister, minister 

delegate or secretary of state, who are headed by a Prime Minister. The current Constitution of Luxembourg, the supreme law of 

Luxembourg, was originally adopted on 17 October 1868. 

 

Luxembourg is divided into 12 cantons, which are further divided into 100 communes. Twelve of the communes have city status; 

the city of Luxembourg is the largest. Luxembourg has an oceanic climate, marked by high precipitation, particularly in late 

summer. The summers are warm and winters cool. 

 

Unlike most countries in Europe, sports in Luxembourg are not concentrated upon a particular national sport, but instead 

encompass several sports, both team and individual. Despite the lack of a central sporting focus, over 100,000 people in 

Luxembourg are licensed members of one sports federation or another. The Stade de Luxembourg, situated in Gasperich, 

southern Luxembourg City, is the country's national stadium and largest sports venue in the country with a capacity of 9,386 for 

sporting events, including football and rugby union, and 15,000 for concerts. 


