
Christianity is an Abrahamic monotheistic religion based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. It is the world's largest and most 

widespread religion with roughly 2.4 billion followers, comprising around 31.2% of the world population. Its adherents, known as 

Christians, are estimated to make up most of the population in 157 countries and territories. Christians believe that Jesus Christ is 

the Son of God, who's coming as the Messiah was prophesied in the Hebrew Bible (called the Old Testament) and chronicled in 

the New Testament. 

 

Christianity began in the 1st century after the birth of Jesus as a Judaic sect with Hellenistic influence, in the Roman province of 

Judaea. The disciples of Jesus spread their faith around the Eastern Mediterranean area, despite significant persecution. The 

inclusion of Gentiles led Christianity to slowly separate from Judaism (2nd century). Emperor Constantine I decriminalized 

Christianity in the Roman Empire by the Edict of Milan (313), later convening the Council of Nicaea (325) where Early Christianity 

was consolidated into what would become the state religion of the Roman Empire (380). 

 

The Church of the East and Oriental Orthodoxy both split over differences in Christology (5th century), while the Eastern Orthodox 

Church and the Catholic Church separated in the East–West Schism (1054). Protestantism split into numerous denominations from 

the Catholic Church in the Reformation era (16th century). Following the Age of Discovery (15th–17th century), Christianity 

expanded throughout the world via missionary work, evangelism, immigration and extensive trade. Christianity played a 

prominent role in the development of Western civilization, particularly in Europe from late antiquity and the Middle Ages. 

 

The six major branches of Christianity are Roman Catholicism (1.3 billion people), Protestantism (900 million), Eastern Orthodoxy 

(230 million), Oriental Orthodoxy (60 million), Restorationism (35 million) and the Church of the East (600 thousand). Nowadays, 

Christians remain greatly persecuted in many regions of the world, particularly in the Middle East, North Africa, East Asia, and 

South Asia. 

 

 

The central tenet of Christianity is the belief in Jesus as the Son of God and the Messiah (Christ). Christians believe that Jesus, as 

the Messiah, was anointed by God as savior of humanity and hold that Jesus's coming was the fulfillment of messianic prophecies 

of the Old Testament. The Christian concept of messiah differs significantly from the contemporary Jewish concept. The core 

Christian belief is that through belief in and acceptance of the death and resurrection of Jesus, sinful humans can be reconciled to 

God, and thereby are offered salvation and the promise of eternal life. 

 

Trinity refers to the teaching that the one God comprises three distinct, eternally co-existing persons: the Father, the Son 

(incarnate in Jesus Christ) and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Most Christians believe that human beings experience divine judgment and are rewarded either with eternal life or eternal 

damnation. This includes the general judgement at the resurrection of the dead as well as the belief in a judgment particular to 

the individual soul upon physical death. 

 

In Christian belief and practice, a sacrament is a rite, instituted by Christ, that confers grace, constituting a sacred mystery. The 

term is derived from the Latin word sacramentum, which was used to translate the Greek word for mystery. There are seven 

sacraments of the Catholic Church, which according to Catholic theology were instituted by Jesus Christ and entrusted to the 

Church: Baptism, Penance, Eucharist, Confirmation, Holy Orders, Matrimony and Anointing of the Sick. You can have only one 

sacrament between Matrimony and Holy Orders. 


